








; ORI LAt !
e ' . + o T N ‘

. . s LY 1 "
- .






THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
' OF THE CHINESE EMPIRE



Al rights reserved















THE INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS OF THE
CHINESE EMPIRE

BY
HOSEA BALLOU MORSE, LL.D.

AUTHOR OF ‘“THE TRADE AND ADMINISTRATION OF CHINA'
““THR GILDS OF CHINA,” ETC.

VOLUME 11

THE PERIOD -OF SUBMISSION
1861-1893

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, DIAGRAMS AND MAPS

-
. [ . L v

ILONGMANS, GREEN, AND CO.
39 PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON
NEW YORK, BOMBAY, AND CALCUTTA

1918
e,



PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN BY
HAZRLL, WATRON AND VINEY, LD,,
LWONDON AND AYLESBURY.

34579

2



PREFATORY NOTE
TO VOLUMES II AND III

ON finishing, in 1910, the first volume of this history I
labelled it ‘ The Period of Conflict ’’ for two reasons. 1
was not, at the time, fully assured that I should be able
to continue it beyond the year, 1860, then reached, and
was consequently reluctant to mark it as the first of a
series which might not be completed. Besides this, how-
ever, I was so strongly impressed by the continuity of the
conflict between China and the West, from the day of
Lord Napier’s arrival in 1884 to the final settlement made
by the several conventions of Peking in 1860, that to me,
as 1 wrote, the sub-title seemed an essential part of the
title.

I have now carried the history of the International
Relations of the Chinese Empire more or less completely
to the downfall of the empire in 1912. As I wrote it, 1
was impressed, as strongly as in writing the first volume,
by a’marked division into two periods. In the first, from
1860 to the outbreak of the war between China and Japan,
the Chinese government accepted submissively the results
of the treaty settlement of 1858 and 1860 ; the semi-
autonomous provinces might, and did, try to regain, by
interpretation of treaties, rights of taxation and adminis-
tration which had been lost by war and negotiation ; but,
on the whole, the central administration accepted the
treaties and tried to carry out their provisions. On the
other hand, during those twenty-five years, no national
attempt was made to reform the administration of the
empire, to organise its resources, Or to strengthen its
defences ; and, when the empire came to the test, it was
found wanting. The second volume, covering the history
of these years, I have felt impelled to label ¢ The Period
of Submission.”

After this the downward progression of the empire was

v
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rapid. The result of the war with Japan; the aggressive
action of foreign powers in seizing enclaves in 1898 ; the
mad episode of the Boxer outbreak in 1900 ; the war in
1904—5 between two foreign powers, fought on Chinese
soil to decide which of the two should dominate three
provinces of the empire, while China looked on helpless ;
these followed in rapid succession to demonstrate the
disorganisation and,powerlessness of the empire; and at
the end of each of the four episodes China could only
accept such terms as were imposed on her. The Manchu
Empire of the Tsing was abased and discredited, and,
after futile and belated attempts at constitutional reform,_
it fell, leaving to the republic which succeeded it a heritage
of corrupt administration and a status of subjection to
the foreign powers. The third volume, covering this
period, I have labelled ‘‘ The Period of Subjection.”

In undertaking this work my first idea was to make
my central figures Sir Robert Hart and the great Customs
Service which he had organised, and, with them as the
connecting thread, to work out the history of China’s
international relations. With those relations both the
man and the service were, under the empire, in constant
touch; and when I wrote ‘to Sir Robert Hart for his
approval and support, he expressed his approval of the
idea, but in characteristically modest terms :

“I know that I have been in touch with the launching and
introduction of almost everything done the last four dozen years,
and the long retention of the same man, myself, in the same position,
Inspector General, has not only made for continuity, but has also
given me a sort of causative appearance, while, as a matter of fact,
I have been for the most part but a ‘ ly on the wheel ’ of evolution.
Therefore it would be unwise to make too much of me, while, at the
same time, my name and career might perhaps be as appropriate
a centre as you could find for logical, chronological, and artistic
grouping of China’s doings and movements during the last half-
century of her national life, and advance from seclusion and exclu-
sion towards what later historians will recognise both as world power
and world influence. Further, having spent so many years in China
yourself, you have an acquaintance with both the matter and form
of the innerness of things that hardly any other with similar quali-
fications could command, and I should like to live long enough to
read the book you propose writing, for I am sure it will be well done,
and well worth perusal and study. Ifear, however, even an advance
copy will have to be addressed to ¢ Paradise Row, Hades, to be
called for!'" [R. Hart to H. B. Morse, Peking, Dec. 20th, 1906.]
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He then gave me permission to use his letters and des-.
patches ; his diary (74 volumes) he wished first to look
through, in order that he might write a memorandum for
my guidance in using it—** However, as I propose going
home next year before summer, and shall take the said
journals with me, I’ll try to have them in readiness to hand
. to you as a loan when you arrive in Europe yourself.”

In the end I did not get the diary, and some important
blocks of letters were not at my disposal; and without
this missing material it would be out of the question to
write the historical biography which I had planned. I
have therefore, to my great regret, been compelled to
substitute a history for the biography, but a history which,
from point to point, I have been able to illustrate by the
comments of Sir Robert Hart, culled from the correspond-
ence which I have had placed at my disposal. To those
recipients of Sir Robert Hart’s letters who have joined
with the writer of the letters in allowing me to use this
material, 1 beg to express my deep sense of obligation.

In the preface to the first volume, ‘‘ The Period of
Conflict,”” I explained that it was my *‘ intention to give
the events of the period such relative importance as they
deserve ; tolay no undue stress on picturesque episodes,
even though they might help to lighten the narrative;
and, knowingly, to omit none of those minor occurrences
which, dull and uninteresting though they might be, were
still important elements in moulding the opinions and
guiding the actions of the principal actors on the scene.”
The same course has been followed in these volumes. The
siege of the legations at Peking in 1900 is a noteworthy
example. The temptation was strong to write a pic-
turesque and detailed account of the most startling event
in the century then just closing, in which the siege of the
Residency at Lucknow is perhaps the only event which
can be placed in the same category. Full accounts have,
however, been given to the public by others, to whose
writings I have referred the reader in my footnotes; and,
if I had duplicated their work, the true object of my
writing would have been missed. The general reader
might, perhaps, prefer the striking narrative; but to the
serious student of history the one important object is to
work out the causes of acts and the motives of the actors,
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and these can only be seen from a comparison of the syn-
chronism of events occurring within Peking, at Tientsin,
on the Yangtze and at Shanghai, and in the capitals of
the foreign powers allied temporarily to rescue their
besieged envoys. Synchronous events I have tried to
bring together, hoping that the student will prefer this
method, even at the cost of interrupting the flow of the
narrative of occurrences at any one place.

Instructed friends of China have generally been hopeful
of her future. Among them it may confidently be said
that the most friendly and the wisest in counsel was Sir
Robert Hart, who, in the letter cited above, wrote as
follows : ‘I am not down-hearted about the future . . .
of this country. . . . The country will stagger onwards
through all sorts of mistakes, but it will be an advance
always, and, provided wisdom increases with strength, I
don’t think the latter will be misused more than, or even
as much as is the case, elsewhere.”” This present history
demonstrates, in its writer’s opinion, that the Manchus con-
tributed but little to the reorganisation and development
of their empire; and that advance—progress—reform
must proceed from the work of the government or govern-
ments which will follow the Ta-Tsing dynasty. That
reform and development may bring an end to corruption,
disorganisation and weakness is the fervent wish of every
friend of China. .

My thanks are due to several of my friends who have
read over some chapters narrating events in which they
were principals, and whose suggestions have been of great
value. For the Period of Conflict I was much indebted
to the criticism of my friend, the late Mr. William Cart-
wright ; and for these later volumes, covering the period
of his work in China, his suggestions and criticisms must
have been of the greatest value.

I beg also to express my sense of obligation to the
British Foreign Office and the American State Department
which generously placed at my disposal their published
papers relating to China.

H. B. M.
CaveeErLEY, Ootober 1917,
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CHRONOLOGY

1858-1912

Shanghai city taken by Triad rebels.

Bonds required for customs duties.

Bond system declared inoperative.

Customs offices established inland, around
Shanghai.

Agreement to appoint Inspeotors of customs.

Reopening of Shanghai ocustom-house under

pectors.

Triad rebels driven from Shanghai city.

Outrage on lorcha Arrow at Canton.

Treaties of Tientsin signed.

France and Spain enter on war with Annam.

Rules of Trade and tariff agreed to.

Canton custom-house opened by Mr. H. N. Lay.

Contract emigration sanctioned at Canton
and Swatow.

Tseng Kwo-fan appointed viceroy and High
Commissioner.

F. T. Ward captures Sungkiang by assault.

Court fled from Peking to Jehol.

Conventions of Peking signed.

Mr. H. N. Lay appointed Inspector General of
Customs.

Foreign envoys enter into residence at Peking.

Mr. R. Hart and Mr. G. H. Fitz-Roy in tem-
porary charge of customs.

Death of Emperor Hienfeng; acocession of
Tungohih ; Board of Regenoy appointed.

Prussian and North German treaty signed at
Tientsin.

Tzehi and Prince Kung usurp control of govern-
ment; Tzehi and Tze-an empresses-
dowager-regent.

Sushun and princes executed ; other ex-regents
degraded.

Ningpo taken by Taiping foroces.

enkwan (School of Languages) estab-
lished at Peking.

Xxxi



xXxXiv

CHRONOLOGY

1862. Jan. 11th.

1863.

Jan. 15th.
Feb. 25th.

March 1st.

March 4th.
March 14th.

April.
May 10th.

May 13th.
May 17th.
June 8th.

July.
July.

Aug. 11th.
Aug. 13th.
Aug. 26th.
Sept. 21st.

Oct.
Oct. 24th.

Nov. 19th.
Nov. 28th.

Jan. 15th.
Jan. 17th.
Feb. 10th.

March 18th.
March 25th.

April 2nd.
May 1st.
June lst.
July 13th.
July 20th.

July 27th.
Aug. 2nd.

Aug. 23rd.

Sept.

Sept. 21st.

Taiping forces threaten Shanghai and Sung-

g

Latter defeated by Ward at Kwangfuling.

Former defeated by mixed foroe at Kaokiao
(Kajow).

Taipings defeated at Nankiao (Najow); title
of *‘ Ever-Victorious Army >’ bestowed on
Ward’s force. Thirty-mile radius around
Shanghai marked out.

Russo-Chinese convention regulating land trade.

Mr. Lay instructed to equip a steam fleet.

Mixed force clears country around Shanghai.

Ningpo recaptured by British and French
ships.

Separate French settlement at Shanghai

organised.

Action at Nankiao; French adm. Protet
killed.

Franco-Hispano-Annamese treaty signed at
Saigon.

Li Hung-chang appointed governor of Kiangsu.

Franco-Chinese contingent formed.

Yiiyao taken by mixed force.

Portuguese treaty signed ; ratification refused.

Shanghai threatened by Taiping force.

Tzeki taken by assault; Ward mortally
wounded.

Li Hung-chang assumes control of E.-V. Army.
Burgevine appointed to command.

Kiating taken by mixed force.

E.-V. Army routs Taipings at Paihokang.

Franoco-Chinese contingent takes Shangyu.

Burgevine dismissed ; Holland in témp. com-
mand of E.-V. Army.

Franco-Chinese contingent repulsed at S8haoh-
ing ; Le Brethon killed.

E.-V. Army defeated at Taitsang.

Franco-Chinese contingent takes S8haohing.

Gordon assumes command of E.-V. Army.

E.-V. Army breaks up siege of Changshu.

E.-V. Army takes Taitsang by assault.

E.-V. Army takes Kunshan.

Danish treaty signed at Tientsin.

Foreign merchants ask permission to build
Shanghai-Soochow railway.

E.-V. Army takes Wukiang.

Burgevme enters Taiping service.

Macartney’s Sungkiang levies take Fengking.

Osborn and Anglo-Chinese fleet arrive in China.

English and American settlements at Shanghai
amalgamated.




CHRONOLOGY

1868.

1864.

1866.

1866.

1867.

Oct. 6th.

Netherlands treaty signed at Tientsin.

Oct. 15th-17th. Burgevine and followers surrender to

Nov. 15th.

Dec. 4th.
Deoc. 6th.

Doc. 9th.

Jan. 30th.
March 1st.

March 20th.
March 20th.
March 31st.

April 11th.

May 11th.
May 31st.

June.
July 19th.

Oct. 7th.
Oct. 10th.

Maroh 5th.

Ooct. 26th.
Oot.-Nov.

Jan.
May 28th.

June.

Gordon.

Mr. Lay dismissed; Mr. Hart appointed
Inspector General.

Soochow surrendered to imperialists.

Eight Taiping leaders beheaded by Li Hung-
chang.

Gordon removes E.-V. Army from Chinese
control.

Rising in Turkestan against Chinese govern-
ment.

Gordon and E.-V. Army again take the field.

E.-V. Army takes Ihing.

E.-V. Army repulsed at Kintan.

Imperialists under Chen take Kashing.

Franco-Chinese force and imperialists take
Hangchow.

E.-V. Army defeats Taipings at Hwaishu.

E.-V. Army takes Changchow by assault.

E.-V. Army mustered out at Kunshan.

Burgevine again joins Taipings.

Tseng Kwo-fan takes Nanking ;

- disperse.

Russo-Chinese protocol of Chuguchak de-
limiting frontier.

Spanish treaty signed at Tientsin.

Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
founded.

Shanghai-Wusung railway first projected.

First degradation of Prince Kung.

Burgevine taken prisoner and done to death.

Inspectorate of Customs definitely established
at Peking.

Belgian treaty signed at Peking.

Pinchun accompanies Mr. Hart to Europe.

Mohammedan rebellion in Ili.

Yakub Beg ruler over Kashgar and Yarkand.

Dungani rebellion in eastern Turkestan and
Kansu.

Anglo-Franco-Chinese convention on Emigra-
tion signed ; not ratified.

Italian treaty signed at Peking.

French naval expedition to Korea.

Tso Tsung-tang opens campaign against re-
bellion in north-west.

American war-ship visite Korea.

British envoy calls for reports on treaty re-
vision.

Three provinoes of Cochinchina annexed by
France.

Taipings




xxvi CHRONOLOGY
1867. Oeot. 12th. Tsungli Yamen issues circular on treaty re-
vision.
Deo. 31st. Mr. A. Burlingame, Ch and Sun Chia-kua
commissioned as Envoys Extraordinary.
1868. March. American war-ship visits Korea.
June 28th. Mr. Burli e's ‘“‘ Plant the Shining Cross
speech at New York.
July 28th. American-Chinese treaty signed at W
Aug. Nienfei in Shantung routed by Li Hung-cha.ng
Aug. 22nd. Anti-missionary riot at Yangchow.
Deo. 28th. Lord Clarendon’s declaration of British policy
in China.
1869. Second disgrace of Prince Kung.
April 27th. Russo-Chinese convention regulating land trade
signed at Peking.
May. Russian war-ship visits Korea.
May. British government postpones full treaty
revision.
June. German diplomatic essay in Korea.
Sept. Anti-Christian manifesto emanating from
Hunan.
Sept. 2nd. Austro-Hungarian treaty signed at Peking.
Oct. 23rd.  Anglo-Chinese oonvention signed at Peking ;
not ratified.
Nov. 17th. Suez Canal opened to traffic.
1870. —_— Beginning of Tso Tsung-tang'’s siege of Suchow,
u.
Jan. 16th. Bism&rlok’s declaration of German policy in
ina.
Feb. 23rd. Death of Burlingame at 8t. Petersburg.
May. Reports of kidnapping at Tientsin.
. June 21st. Massacre of French oonsul and others at
Tientsin.
July-Aug. . Unrest at N and elsewhere.
Aug. 3rd. Funeral of victims of Tientsin massacre.
Aug. 24th. Viceroy at Nanking assassinated.
Oct. 19th. Execution of sixteen Chinese convicted of
Tientsin murders.
1871. Russiefm troops oocupy Kuldja and territory
of Ili.
May-July. American naval expedition to Korea.
June 3rd.  Telegraph cable opened to S8hanghai.
Aug. Imp.U dgoree sanctions Educational Mission to
8.A.
Sept. 13th. Japanese-Chinese treaty signed at Tientsin.
Nov. 23rd. Chunghow declares China's regret to Pres.
Thiers.
1872. —_— Death of Tseng Kwo-fan.
March. Shanghai-Wusung tramway projected.
Sept.—Nov. French attempt at treaty revision.
Oct. 156th. Marriage of Emperor Tungchih.
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1873.

1874.

18765,

1878.

1877.

Feb. 23rd.

June 29th.
Oct.
Nov. 20th.

Maroh.
March 15th.

April.
May 3rd.
June 26th.
Aug. 22nd.
Aug. 31st.
Sept.

Oct. 31st.

Jan. 12th.

Jan. 17th.
Feb. 6th.
Feb. 21st.
Feb. 26th.
March.
March 19th.
May.

Aug. 11th.

Jan.
Feb. 23rd.

Feb. 26th.
March.

March 20th.
May 26th.
June.

June 30th.
Sept. 13th.
Oct. 24th.

Nov.

Winter.
Feb. 8th.

Equipment of emigrant ships at Hongkong
prohibited.

China Merchants Steam Navigation Co. founded.

Regenoy ended ; Tungchih assumes govern-
ment.

Envoys received in audience for first time.

Suchow, Kansu, taken by Tso Tsung-tang.

Garnier takes citadel of Hanoi by assault.

Commission of inquiry into condition of emi-
grants to Cuba.

China prohibits emigration from Macao.

Franco-Annamese treaty of Peace and Alliance
signed at Saigon.

Japanese expedition to Formosa.

Riot in French settlement at Shanghai.

Peruvian treaty signed at Peking.

Mr. Margary left Shanghai for Burma frontier.

Franco-Annamese commercial treaty signed.

Third degradation of Prince Kung.

Chinese-Japanese agreement regarding For-
mosa.

Tso Tsung-tang halts at Hami to grow corn.

Death of Tungchih ; accession of Kwanghsii ;
resumption of regency by Tzehi.

Mr. Margary arrives at Bhamo.

Col. Browne’s expedition leaves Bhamo.

Margary and five Chinese murdered.

Col. Browne’s expedition returns to Bhamo.

Portugal prohibits emigration from Macao.

British envoy formulates terms of reparation.

Japan asserts jurisdiction over Liuchiu Islands.

British envoy increases his demands on China.

Beginning of great Shansi famine.

Japanese naval expedition to Korea.

Chinese protest against Shanghai-Wusung
railway.

Treaty signed between Japan and Korea.

Germany moves for revision of treaty with
China.

Inquiry at Yunnanfu into murder of Margary.

Death of Wensiang.

British envoy strikes legation flag at Peking.

First trains run on Shanghai-Wusung railway.

Anglo-Chinese convention signed at Chefoo.

Chinese authorities buy Shanghai-Wusung
railway.

Manas taken by Tso Tsung-tang; end of
Dungani rebellion.

Yakub Beg defeated at Turfan and Korla.

First Chinese envoy to London presents cre-
dentials.



xxvili CHRONOLOGY
1877. May. Death of Yakub Beg.
Autumn. Kashgar and Yarkand taken by Tso Tsung-
\ tang.
Oct. 21st. Wusung railway handed over to Chinese ;
torn up.
Nov. 17th. Spanish convention on Emigration to Cuba
signed at Peking.
Nov. 28th. First Chinese envoy to Berlin presents cre-
dentials.
1878. —_— Kaiping coal mine opened.
Jan. 2nd. Khot’.ax:l etéaken by Tso Tsung-tang; rebellion
en
May 6th. First Chinese envoy to Paris presents cre-
dentials.
July. Russia summoned to restore Ili to China.
Oct. 28th. First Chinese envoy to Washington presents
credentials.
Dec. Customs Postal Department opened.
1879. Jan. 20th. Chuxi)ghow presents credentials at St. Peters-
urg.
Sept. 16th. Russo-Chinese treaty on Ili signed at Livadia.
Nov. 8th.  Foreign legations urge reform of inland transit.
1880. Jan. 3rd. Treaty of Livadia denounced by China.
March 3rd. Chunghow condemned to death; later re-
prieved.
March 21st. German-Chinese convention signed at Peking.
June 4th. C. G. Gordon invited to China.
July 30th. Tseng Ki-tse arrives in St. Petersburg.
Aug. 9th.  Gordon leaves Peking.
Oct. 26th. E. Page, customs officer on duty, shoots a
Chinese.
Nov. Telegraph land lines sanctioned by imp. decree.
Nov. 17th. American-Chinese treaty on emigration signed
at Peking.
Nov. 17th. American-Chinese treaty on commeree signed
at Peking.
1881, Tongshan tramway completed.
—_— Eduecational Mission to U.S.A. recalled.
Feb. 16th. Trial of E. Page for manslaughter.
Feb. 24th. Ruaslc:-Chinese treaty on Ili signed at St. Peters-
urg.
April 8th. Death of Empress-dowager Tze-an.
May 24th. Li Hung-chang writes letter denouncing opium
trade.
June 8th.  First trip of The Rocket of China.
July. China recognises Japanese jurisdiction over
Liuchiu.
Oct. 3rd. Brazilian treaty signed at Tientsin.
Dec. 1st. First telegraph line, Shanghai-Tientsin, opened.
1882. March 25th. Riviédre occupies Hanoi by a garrison.

May 22nd.

Treaty signed between America and Korea.
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1882.
1883.

1884,

1886.

18886.

1887,

July 23rd.
Spring.
Spring.

May 156th.
Aug. 12th.
Aug. 26th.

Sept. 10th.

Dec. 16th.

April 8th.
May 11th.
June 6th.

June 23rd.

July 12th.
Aug. 6th.
Aug. 23rd.
Oot. 23rd.
Deo. 4th.
Dec. 5th.

March 3rd.

Feb. 26th.
April 4th.

April 18th.

May 12th.
June 9th.

June 10th.

Summer.
July 18th.

Aug. 16th.

Sept. 5th.
Oct.

Nov. 2nd.
Dec.

April 25th.

July 24th.

Sept. 11th.

Jan.

Anti-Japanese riot at Seoul, Korea.

Yuen Shih-kai appointed Chinese Resident at
Seoul.

Mr. P. G. von Méllendorff Chief Commissioner

)F of Korean customs.

rench Chamber votes credit for Tongking

Logan case, homicide, at Canton.

Annam accepts French protectorate.

Riot at Canton, houses burned on Shameen.

French take SBontay, garrisoned by Chinese
troops.

Fourth degradation of Prince Kung.

Li-Fournier convention signed at Tientsin.

Franco-Annamese treaty signed at Husé.

Combat of Baclé; French defeated.

French ultimatum presented at Peking.

Adm. Lespés attacks forts at Kelung.

Adm.Courbet destroysChinese fleet at Foochow.

Adm. Courbet declares blockade of Formosa.

Coup d’état and riot at Seoul.

Con.gict between Chinese and Japanese guards
at Seoul.

American government returns balance of 1858
indemnity.

French declare rice contraband of war.

Peace protocol signed at Paris.

Japanese-Chinese convention on Korea signed
at Tientsin.

Port Hamilton occupied by British naval forces.

Franco-Chinese treaty signed at Tientsin.

Sir R. Hart gazetted British Envoy Ext. and
Min. Plen. to China.

Mollendorff recalled from Korea.

Anglo-Chinese agreement on opium signed at
London.

Sir R. Hart resigns post of Inspector General
of Customs.

Death of Tso Tsung-tang.

Mr. H. F. Merrill Chief Commissioner of Korean
customs.

Sir R. Hart resumes duty as Inspector General.

Mr. O. N. Denny appointed adviser to king of
Korea.

Franco-Chinese convention on frontier trade
signed at Tientsin.

Anglo-Chinese convention on Burma and Tibet
signed at Peking.

Hongkong agreement on opium and junk trade
signed.

Marquis Tseng’s ‘ China: the Sleep and the
Awakening.”

war.

4d
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1887.

1888.

1889.

1890.

1891.

1892.
1893.

1894.

Feb. 7th.
Feb. 27th.
March.
March 15th.
March 26th.
June 26th.

July 1st.

Dec. 1st.
Jan. 2nd.
Aug.
Dec.

Feb. 5th.
Feb. 26th.
March 4th.
March 17th.

March 31st.
Nov. 27th.

March 5th.
May—June.

Sept. 2nd.
May 21st.
Nov. 26th.
June.

July lst.
Dec. 19th.
March 1st.

March 17th.

March 28th.
March 29th.
May.

May 18th.
June.

June 6th.
June 10th.
June 28th.

July 6th.

July 23rd.
July 26th.
July 28th.

Emperor Kwanghsii comes of age.

British occupation of Port Hamilton ends.

First sod turned for Formosa railway.

Memorial to throne advocating railways.

Macao protocol signed at Lisbon.

Franco-Chinese convention on frontier trade
signed at Peking.

Hongkong and Macao junk trade under In-
spectorate of Customs.

Portuguese-Chinese treaty signed at Peking.

Bonded warehouses established at Shanghai.

Railway opened, Tientsin to Tongshan.

Mr. Denny retires from post of adviser to king
of Korea.

Anti-foreign riot at Chinkiang.

Marriage of Emperor Kwanghsii.

Emperor assumes power ; regency terminated.

Anglo-Chinese convention on Sikkim-Tibet

signed at Calcutta.
lo-Chinese convention on Chungking signed
at Peking.

Chang Chih-tung formally opens Hanyang
Iron-works.

Foreign envoysreoeived in audience by emperor.

Many anti-missionary riots in Kiangsu and on
Yangtze.

Anti-missionary riot at Ichang.

Imp. decree prohibits anti-foreign publications.

Anti-foreign riot at Ichang.

Imp. decree sanctions extension of railway into
Manchuria. y

Two missionaries murdered at Sungpu.

Medical school opened at Tientsin.

Anglo-Chinese convention on Burma and Tibet
signed at London.

Chinese immigration into U.8.A. prohibited for
ten years.

Korean Kim Ok-kiun murdered at Shanghai.

Tonghak adherents present petition at Seoul.

Bubonic plague appears at Canton.

Tonghak rebellion breaks out in Korea.

Sun Yat-sen memorialises throne advocating
reform.

First Chinese troops sent to Korea.

First Japanese troops landed in Korea.

Japanese demand recognition of independence
of Korea.

China makes first appeal for intervention.

Japanese troops seize Korean royal family.

Japanese sink Kowshing with Chinese troops.

Korea declares war on China.




CHRONOLOGY . XXX2

1894.

1895.

July 29th.
Aug. 1st.
Sept. 16th.
Sept. 17th.
Oct. 6th.
Oct. 24th.
Oct.

Nov. 3rd.

Nov. 6th.
Nov. Tth.
Nov. 12th.

Nov. 21st.

Nov. 22nd.
Nov. 26th.
Dec. 11th.
Dec. 21st.

Dec. 26th.

Jan. 20th.
Jan. 26th.
Feb. 2nd.

Feb. 12th.
Feb. 15th.

Feb. 16th.
Feb, 19th.

March 4th.
March 6th.
March 19th.
March 24th.

March 30th.

April 17th.
April.

May 24th.
May 29th.
June 2nd.
June 9th.
June 20th.

July 6th.

Aug. 1st.
II—c

Japanese defeat Chinese force at Yashan.

China and Japan both declare war.

Japanese defeat Chinese at Pingyang.

Naval battle of the Yalu (Haiyangtao).

China makes second appeal for intervention.

Japanese foroes oross the Yalu.

Prince Kung again at head of government.

Prince Kung makes third appeal for inter-
vention.

Talienwan occupied ; Port Arthur invested.

Empress-dowager Tzehi’s sixtieth birthday.

Foreign envoys received in audience with
fitting ceremony.

Chinese defeated at Kinchow; Port Arthur
taken by assault.

China makes fourth appeal for intervention.

Mr. G.Detring arrives at Kobeon peace mission.

Chinese defeated at Hsiimencheng.

Chang Yin-hwan and Shao Yu-lien appointed
peace commissioners.

Li Hung-chang removed from .viceroyalty and
deprived of honours.

Japanese land in Shantung.

First assault on Weihaiwei.

Credentials of Chang and S8hao rejected by
Japanese.

Weihaiwei and Chinese fleet surrendered.

Li Hung-chang appointed ambassador extra-
ordinary.

Chinese defeated at Haicheng.

Wang Wen-shao replaces Li Hung-chang as
viceroy.

Japanese occupy Liaoyang.

Japanese ocoupy Ymgkow (Newchwang).

Li Hung-chang arrives at Shimonoseki.

Li Hung-chang wounded by Japanese fanatic.
Japanese take Pescadores.

Armistioe for the north agreed to.

Japanese-Chinese treaty of peace signed at
Shimonoseki.

Kang Yu-wei presents memorial advocating
reform.

Independence of republic of Formosa declared.

Anti-missionary riots in Szechwan.

Formosa officially handed over to Japan.

Tamsui occupied by Japanese.

Franco-Chinese convention on frontier trade
signed at Peking.

Contract for Franco-Russian loan (400,000,000
francs) signed.

Massacre of missionaries at Kutien, Fukien.
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1895. Nov. Agreement for Russian railway to cross Man-
churia.

Nov. 8th. Japanese-Chinese convention for retrocession
of Liaotung.

1806. March 20th. Chinese Imperial Post created by imp. decree.

March 23rd. First A:g o-German loan for £16,000,000
issued.

June 2nd. Coronation of Tsar; Li Hung-chang special
ambassador.

June, Ineffective attempt to revise Chinese customs
tariff.

June. Secret agreement made between China and
Russia.

July 21st. Japanese-Chinese commeroial treaty signed at
Peking.

Sept. 8th. Russo-Chinese agreement for Chinese Eastern
Railway signed at Berlin.

Sept. 20th. Russo-Chinese agreement on Manchuria signed
at Peking.

Oct. Peking connected by railway with the sea.

i897. Feb. 4th. Anglo-Chinese oconvention on Burma frontier
signed at Peking.

March 16th. Declaration to France of non-alienation of
Hainan.

May 27th. Belgia.nl preliminary contract, Peking-Hankow
railway.

June 12th. First French claim to build Tongking-Yunnanfu
railway. ,

Nov. Ist. Two German missionaries murdered in Shan-
tung.

Nov. 14th. German force seizes Tsingtau.

Deo. 4th. German troops occupy Kiaochow city.

Dec. 18th. ‘‘ Mailed fist ’’ speech of German Emperor.

Dec. Russian war-ships winter at Port Arthur.

1898. Jan. 8th. Proposal for British government loan to China.

Feb. 3rd. Under Russian pressure British loan refused.

Feb. 11th. Declaration to England of non-alienation of
Yangtze basin.

Feb. 13th. Declaration to England regarding Inspeotor
General of Customs.

Feb. 19th. Bank contract for second Anglo-German loan.

March 6th. German-Chinese convention signed for lease of
Kiaochow.

March 8th. First steamer reaches Chungking.

March 27th. Russo-Chinese convention signed for lease of
Port Arthur and Talienwan.

April 10th. Declaration to France of non-alienation of
southern provinces. France claims lease
of Kwangchow-wan.

April 14th. American contract for Hankow-Canton railway.

April 19th.

England formallydisclaims interestin Shantung.
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1898. April 22nd. French flag raised at Kwangchow-wan.

April 25th. Russia formally disclaims interest in Korea.

April 26th. Declaration to Japan of non-alienation of
Fukien.

April 26th. Inland Waters Steam Navigation rules pro-
mulgated.

May 13th. British contract for Shanghai-Nanking railway.

May 17th. Russian contract for Shansi railway.

May 21st.  British contract for S8hansi mines.

May 29th. Death of Prince Kung.

June. Publication of Chang Chih-tung’s ‘‘ Learn.”

June. Yii Man-tze heads rebellion in S8zechwan.

June. Rebellion, lasting five years, breaks out in
Kwangsi.

June 9th.  Anglo-Chinese convention on extension of
Hongkong territory signed.

June 11th. Emperor’s first decree on importance of reform.

June 13th. Weng Tung-ho cashiered by Empress-dowager ;
Junglu appointed viceroy of Chihli.

June 14th. Kang Yu-wei has personal audience of emperor.

June 26th. Belgian final contract for Peking-Hankow
railway.

July lst. Anglo-Chinese convention signed for lease of
Weihaiwei.

July 6th. Russo-Chinese convention signed on Man-
churian railways.

July 10th. Treaty between China and Congo Free State

1899.

signed at Peking ; not ratified.

June 20th-8ept. 16th. Issue of the Reform Decrees.

Sept. 7th.
Sept. 16th.
Sept. 20th

Sept. 22nd.

Sept. 23rd.

Sept. 26th.
Sept. 28th.
Oct. 10th.

Oct.
Nov.

Nov.
Nov.-Dec.

Jan.-April.

Jan. 20th.

Feb.—July.
Feb.—Aug.

Li Hung-chang dismissed from office.

Yuen 8hih-kai summoned to Peking.

Kang Yu-wei escapes from Peking.

Coup d’état: Emperor’s person seized ; Em-
press-dowager resumes power.

Kang Yu-wei proclaimed; Chang Yin-hwan

banished.

Counter-reformation begins.

Decapitation of six leading reformers.

Anglo-Chingse loan contract for northern
railways.

Legation guards brought to Peking for the
winter.

Tung Fu-siang’s troops removed from Peking.

Murder of Mr Fleming, British, in Kweichow.,

Anti-foreign riots in Ichowfu, Shantung.

Rebellions in northern Anhwei and northern
Kiangsu.

Yii Man-tze in Szechwan surrenders and is
spared.

Risings in western Hupeh.

Water-way robbery (piracy) rife in Kwangtung.
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1899.

March.

March.
March.

March 2nd.
Maroh 16th.
March 22nd.

March 29th.

April 15th.
April 17th.
April 29th.
May.

May.
May.

May-Nov.
May lst.
May 8th.

May 21st.
May 26th.

May 3lst.
June.
June.
June 21st.

June 22nd.

July-Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept. 4th.
Sept. 6th.

Sept. 11th.
Oct. 21st.
Oct.

Nov.

Nov. |
Nov. 12th.

Nov. 13th.
Nov. 21st.

Dec.

Massacre of Chinese by Russian troops in
Liaotung.

Unrest reported in Kansu and Sinkiang.

Disturbances at Chinkiang and Yangchow.

Italy demands naval station at S8anmen Bay.

Official status given to R.C. missionaries.

German engineers attacked near Jihchao,
Shantung.

German troops occupy Jihchao.

Hongkong extemsion reeisted by Chinese in-
habitants.

German-Chinese agreement, Chinese customs
at Tsingtau.

Anglo-Russian agreement on Yangtze and
Manchuria.

Yi Man-tze again rebels in S8zechwan ;
suppressed.

Secret society rising in southern Chihli.

Hostages taken by Germans from Jihchao to
Tsingtau.

Hunghutze active in Manchuria.

Chinese troops sent from Chihli into Shantung.

Extension of International Settlement at.
Shanghai.

Kangyi appointed ‘‘ Lord High Extortioner.”

Imp. decree against menacing attitude of Italy
and Germany. Boxer Society founded
about this date.

Italy withdraws demand for naval station.

Riots in Taichowfu, Chekiang.

Riots at Kienning, Fukien.

Riot at Nanchang, Kiangsi.

French consulate burned by mob at Mengtze,.
Yunnan.

Other risings in Szechwan.

Anti-French riot at Yunnanfu.

Hostility to foreigners shown in eastern Hupeh.

Emperor asks leave to abdicate.

American note declaring for ‘‘ open door'”
in China.

Korean-Chinese treaty signed at Seoul.

First public reference to Boxers.

Disloyal sentiments reported in Shensi.

Anti-foreign feeling rife in Kwangtung.

Boxers dominate Shantung, spread into Chihli.

French officers murdered near Kwangchow-
wan.

Yochow in Hunan opened to trade.

Imp. decree orders provincial officials to resiss.
foreign aggression.

Serious rising at Pingsiang, Kiangsi.

18
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1899.

1900.

Dec. 2nd.

Franco-Belgian contract for Honan railway.

Dec. 4th—-30th. Acoeptances of American note on open door.

Dec. 6th.
Dec. 14th.
Dec. 19th.
Deoc. 31st.
Jan.

Jan. 1st.
Jan. 5th.
Jan. 16th.
Jan. 24th.

Jan. 27th.
Jan. 31st.

Feb. 2nd.
Feb. 28th.

March 13th.

March 16th.
March 21st.

April 5th.

April 16th.

May 8th.

Yiihsien, governor of Shangtung, recalled ;
Yuen 8hihkai appointed.

Mexican-Chinese treaty signed at Washington.

Li Hung-chang appointed toCanton viceroyalty.

Mr. 8. M. Brooks murdered at Maokiapu,
Shantung.

Secret societies active in northern Anhwei.

Emperor pleads bad health.

Franco-Chinese convention for lease of Kwang-
chow-wan.

Yiihsien received in audience with marks of
favour.

Puchiin,son of PrinceTwan,appointed Ta-ah-ko
(Prinoe Imperial).

Extension of French Settlement at S8hanghai.

First daly of ill-omened Keng-tze year of Chinese
oycle.

German engineers attacked near Kaomi, Shan-
tung. :

Murderers of Mr. Brooks tried and sentenoced.

Foreign naval demonstration in Gulf of Pe-
chihli.

Yiihsien appointed governor of Shansi.

German-Chinese agreement on 8hantung rail-
ways.

Liu Kun-yi in audience gives good advioe.

Satisfactory decree issued ; naval demonstra-
tion ended.

Alarming warning sent from Peking.

May 12th.-14th. Boxers attack Chinese oonverts near

May 20th.
May 28th.
May 29th.
May 31st.
June lst.

June 4th.

June 8th.
June 9th.

June 10th.

June 11th.
June 13th.

Paotingfu.

Mgr. Favier gives warning of impending danger.

Peking-Paotingfu railway broken up.

Exodus of engineers from Paotingfu.

Legation guards brought up to Peking.

Mr. Robinson and Mr. Norman murdered at
Yungtsing.

Envoys send home an urgent appeal for more
guards.

Peking missionaries conoentrated for safety.

Boxers active immediately around Peking ;
envoys requisition on admirals for addi-
tional guards ; last trains left Peking.

Adm. Seymour leaves Tientsin with mixed
foroce; telegraphic communication with
Peking cut.

Mr. Sugiyama of Japanese legation murdered.

Boxers begin burning and plundering inside
Peking.
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1900.

June 14th.
June 14th.

June 15th.
June 16th.

June 17th.
June 18th.
June 20th.

June 20th.
June 21st.

June 21st.

June 23rd.
June 24th.
June 25th.
June 25th.

June 27th.
June 27th.

July 1st.
July 1st.

July 3rd.
July 3rd.
July 3rd.
July 9th.
July 9th.
July 9th.

July 14th.

July 14th.

July 14th.
July 15th.

Boxers begin burning and plundering at
Tientsin.

Last letter mail from Peking.

All mission churches at Tientsin destroyed.

Anti-Boxer memorial from Y viceroys ;
Adm. S8eymour, blocked at Langfang, turns
back ; admirals demand surrender of
Taku forte last letter mail from Tientain
(received a.t Peking 18th).

Taku forts taken by assault, 6 a.m.; Tientein
settlements attacked on all sides, 3 p.m.

Seymour’s rear-guard attacked at Langfang by
imp. troops.

At Peking : decision for war, § a.m. ; murder of
Baron von Ketteler, 9 a.m. ; fire opened
on legations, 4 p.m.

At Taku: reassuring notification by allied
admirals.

At Nanking and Wuchang
admirals’ attitude.

Li Hung-chang’s first attempt at negotiation.

Tientsin settlements relieved by a foroe from
Taku.

Imp. decree ordering massaore of all foreigners ;
Chinese converts slaughtered in Peking.

At Peking : first * truce *’ in siege ; legations
to be protected.

At Tientsin : Seymour force relieved by Rus-
sians at Hsiku.

At Tientsin : Eastern Arsenal taken by assault.

At Taiyuenfu : mission hospital destroyed.

At Paotingfu : massacre of missionaries.

In Europe: first news of Bn. von Ketteler's
murder received.

At Peking: emperor sends special appeal to
each power.

At Shanghai: viceroys’ agreement for neu-
trality of Yangtze basin.

At Mukden : massacre of missionaries.

At Taiyuenfu : massacre of missionaries.

At Tientsin: Western Arsenal taken by
assault.

At Peking: imp. decree reappoints Li Hung-
chang viceroy of Chihli.

False report of massacre of entire Pekmg oom-
munity on July 8th.

At Nanking: Mr. Taylor appointed tem-
porarily head of customs.

At Tientsin : Chinese city taken by assault.

On Amur; Chinese fire on Blagovestchensk ;
Chinese killed in reprisal.

: viceroys conour in
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1900. July 18th.
July 18th.
July 20th.
July 21st.
July 22nd.
July 24th,
July 27th.
July 28th.
July 30th.

3rd.

. 4th.
. 5th.
. 6th.
. Tth.

. Tth.

. 10th.

Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.
Aug. 28th.

12th.

12th,
13th.
14th,
156th.
16th.
16th.

24th.

Sept. 6th.

Sept. 8th.

Sept. 11th.
Sept. 16th.
Sept. 18th.
Sept. 20th.

Sept. 24th.

At Peking : second ‘‘ truce *’ in siege of lega~
tions.

At Peking: Chinese propoeal to escort lega-
tions to Tientsin.

Abroad : first news (tel., July 17th) of condi-
tions in legations.

At Kiichowfu, Chekiang: massacre of mis-
sionaries.

At Peking: Li Ping-heng has audience of
Empress-dowager.

Abroad : Li Hung-chang proposes escort en-
voys to Tientsin.

At Bremerhaven : bellicose speech of German
emperor.

At Peking: decapitation of Chinese anti-
Boxer ministers.

Tientsin Provisional Government established.

At Peking : third * truce *’ in siege of legations.

At Tientsin: allied relief foroce starts.

Battle at Pehtsang.

Battle at Yangtsun.

Li Hung-chang commissioned to negotiate for

Count von Waldersee appointed to chief com-
mand in China.

At Peking: decapitation of Chinese anti-
Boxer ministers.

At Shanghai: British troops arrive for pro-
tection.

Allied forces enter Tungchow.

Russians open attack on Tungpien gate.

British and American troops enter.legations.

Flight of Chinese court to Sianfu.

Relieving force enters Pehtang cathedral.

Li Hung-chang proposes cessation of hostili-
ties.

Li Hung-chang and Prince Ching appointed
plenipotentiaries.

Russia proposes withdrawal of legations and
troops from Peking.

Prince Ching invites envoys to conference ;
they refuse.

Punitive expedition to Tuliu.

Punitive expedition to Liangsiang.

Punitive expedition to Sankiatien.

German note demands punishment before
negotiation.

Li Hung-chang arrives at Tientsin ; Pehtang
forts taken by assault by allied foroes.
Russia begins completion of occupation of

Manchuria.
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1900. 8Sept. 26th. Imp. decree proposes inadequate punishmente ;

1901..

1902.

Waldersee arrives at Tientain.

Sept. 20th. Bhanhaikwan forte oocupied by allied foroce.

Oct. lst.
Oot. 4th.

Oct. 13th.
Oct. 15th.

Oot. 16th.
Oct. 17th.

Oct. 19th.
dct. 20th.

Nov. 8th.
Nov. 6th.

Nov. 11th.
Nov. 13th.

Deo. 24th.
Deo. 26th.

Li Hung-chang reassumes Chihli viceroyalty.

French note proposes bases of negotiation ;
Russia takes military possession of
Yingkow.

Paotmgfu ocoupied by French force.

Chinese plenipotentiaries submit bases of
negotiation.

Anglo-German agreement China.

Waldersee establishes his headquarters in
imp. palace. )

Imp. decree proposes punishments slightly
more severe. -

Paotingfu occupied for second time by allied
force.

Officials at Paotingfu executed.

Russia asserts rights of conquest at Tientsin.

Russo-Chinese convention on Manchuria signed
at Port Arthur.

Imp. decree proposes punishments somewhat
more severe; punitive expedition to

| Kalgan.

Foreign envoys present their irrevocable de-
cisions in a joint note.

Chinese government accepte terms of joint
note.

Feb. 13th and 21st. Imp. decrees infliot punishments de-

Feb. 15th.

May 29th.

July 12th.
Aug. 19th.

Sept. 5th.
Sept. 7th.
Oot. 6th.
Now.

Nov. 7th.

Nov. 11th.

Dec.

Dec. 28th.
Jan. 7th.
Jan. 10th.
Jan. 28th.

manded.

Waldersee issues a provocative general order.

Indemnity fixed at gold equivalent of
Tls. 450,000,000.

Prince Chun leaves Peking to express regret
at Berlin.

Imp. decree suspends examinations in certain
cities.

Prince Chun presents China’s regret at Potedam.

Final protocol signed at Peking.

Court leaves Sianfu on its return.

Imp. decree establishes state education in
Western learning.

Death of Li Hung-chang.

Customs duty collected on imports at § per
cent. ad valorem ; native customs placed
under control of Inspectorate.

Puchiin deposed from heirship and banished.

Chang Yin-hwan’'s memory rehabilitated.

Court re-enters Peking.

Imp. decree for encouragement of education.

Foreign envoys received in audience.
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1902.

1903.

1904.

1906.

Jan. 30th.
Feb. lst.

Anglo-Japanese agreement regarding China

and Korea.
Imp. decree abolishing Manchu privilege.

March 11th. Imp. decree on education in Western

April 8th.

June 26th.
Aug. 15th.

Sept. 5th.
Oct. 6th.
Oct. 8th.
Oct. 31st.

Dec.
April 8th.

April 11th.
April 23rd.

Sept. 9th.
Oct. 8th.

Oct. 20th.
Jan. 8th.
Feb. 8th.
Feb. 0th.
Feb. 12th.
May 1st.
May 4th.
May 13th.

May 19th.
May 26th.

Russo-Chinese convention on Manchuria sxgned
at Peking.

Agreement regarding Mixed Courts at 8Shanghai

Government of Tientsin restored to Chinese.

British commerocial treaty signed at Shanghai.

Death of Liu Kun-yi.

Manochuria west of Liao restored by Russia.

Revised tariff, effective 5 per cent., comes
into effect.

Foreign isons leave Shanghai.

Due date for Russian evacuation of Newchwang.

Death of Junglu.

Alleged Russo-Chinese oconvention proposed by
Russia.

Modified Russo-Chinese convention proposed.

American and Japanese commercial treaties
signed at Shanghai.

Final contract signed for French railway to
Yunngnfu.

Russia recedes from anti-British attitude in
Manchuria.

Japan declares war on Russia.

Japanese naval success off Port Arthur.

China issues proclamation of neutrality ; foreign
powers to loocalise war in Manochuria.

Japanese force the age of the Yalu.

Japanese second army landed at Pitzewo.

Anglo-Chinese convention on emigration signed
at London.

Japanese third army landed at Takushan.

Russians defeated at Kinchow and Nanshan.

June 14th.~-15th. Battle of Telisze.
Aug. 24th.—8Sept. 4th. Battle of Liaoyang
Oct. 12th.—-14th. Battle of S8haho.

Jan. 1st.

Port Arthur surrendered to Japanese.

Jan. 26th.-29th. Battles of Heikowtai and Hunho.
Feb. 28rd.~-March 10th. Battle of Mukden.
March 16th. Battle of Tiehling.

March 21st. Changtufu occupied by Japanese.

May 26th.

First warning of boycott of American trade.

May 27th.—28th. Naval battle of the Sea of Japan (Tsu-

June 8th.
June 8th.

Aug.

shima).

Pres. Roosevelt urges Russia and Japan to
negotiate.

American rights in Hankow-Canton railway
bought back.

Boycott of Ameriocan trade at its height.
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1905.

1906.

1907.

1908.

1909.

1910.
1911.

Aug. 81st.
Sept. 5th.

Sept. 27th.

Oct. 26th.
Deo. 1st.
Dec. 22nd.
Jan. 1st.

April 27th.

May 9th.
Sept. 1st.

Nov. 6th.
Nov. 21st.
Deo.

Dec. 30th.

Maroch 7th.

Sept.

Oct.

Deoc. 25th.
Jan. 13th.

Aug. 27th.

Nov. 14th.
Nov. 15th.

Mr. J. McLeavy Brown retires from post of
Chief Commr of Korean Customs.

Russo-g apanese treaty signed at Portemouth,
U.B.A.

Agreement signed for creating Hwangpu Board
of Conservanoy.

Amerioan missionaries murdered at Linchow,
Kwangtung.

German-Chinese agreement on Chinese customs
in Tsingtau.

Japanese-Chinese convention on Manchuria
signed at Peking.

Mr. J. de Rijke appointed engineer to Hwangpu
Conservanoy.

Anglo-Chinese convention on Tibet signed at
Peking.

" Bhuiwu Chu (Dept. of Customs Affairs) created.

Imp. decree foreshadows constitutional govern-
ment.

Imp. decree creates new ministries.

Imp. decree introduces opium reform.

Anglo-Chinese agreement restrioting opium
trade.

Confucius deified—raised to level of Heaven
and Earth.

British contraot for Hongkong-Canton railway.

Imp. deoree enacts procedure of National
Assembly.

Imp. decree creates provincial Assemblies.

Imp. decree promises summoning of Parliament.

Anglo-Franco-German contract for Tientsin-
Pukow railway.

Programme of progressive constxtutaonal reform
issued.

Death of Emperor Kwangsii; accession of
Hsiiantung.

Death of Empress-dowager Tzehi.

Dec. 18th. Yuen Shih-kai and Chang Chih-tung ocon-

Jan. 2nd.
Feb.

Ooct. 3rd.
Jan. 1st.

May.

May 8th.
May 20th.

Sept. 20th.

jointly senior Guardians of the Heir-
Apparent.

Yuen Shih-kai dismissed from office.

International Opium Conference at S8hanghai.

First meeting of National Assembly.

Mr. H. von Heidenstam appointed engineer to
Hwangpu Conservancy.

Anglo-Chinese agreement further restriocting
opium trade.

Prinoe Ching appointed first Prime Minister.

‘“ Four-power Group '’ contract for Hukwang
railways.

Death of 8ir Robert Hart.
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i

1911. Oct. 1st. Mr, ff ém Aglen appointed ‘Inspector General
toms.
Oct. 11th. Outbreak of revolution at Wuchang; Yuen
Shih-kai recalled to office.
1912. Jan. International Opium Oongn- at The Hague.
Feb. 12th. Abdication of peror Hsllantung. Estab-
lishment of the Republic of China.







NOTE TO VOLS. II AND IO

CURRENOY

THE tael (Tls.) is the ounce of China, weighing from 525 to 585

as currency it is a tael of silver of a weight and finenees dependent

on the banking convention of the oity concerned. In these volumes.

the tael of currenoy is generally the Haikwan or Customs tael ;

during the earlier years, 1861 to 1873, ite exchange value was abont

Ge. 8d. (£1 = Tls. 3); after 1873 its value decreased, as shown in the-
at page 408 of this volume.

The dollar (§) during the period covered by these volumes is
the Mexican dollar of silver, or, in later years, the Chinese dollar of
similar weight and finenees, having an exchange value of 0:65 of a-
Customs tael.

WEIGHT

The picul is 133} 1b. av. or 60458 kilogrammes.
The catty is 1§ 1b. av. or 604:68 grammes.
The tael is 1} oz. av. or 87°783 grammes.
1 picul = 1} cwt. English = 1§ cwt. American.
1 long ton = 168 piculs.
1 short ,, = 150 ,,
1 metric ,, = 16°64 ,,

LexaTH
The li is nominally §} statute mile or § kilometre.

The Chinese foot is 14°1 English inches.
The chang is 141 English inches.






CORRIGENDA

‘TH18 opportunity is taken to correct some errors in previous volumes,
which have been pointed out by friends.

“ THE TRADE AND ADMINISTRATION OF CHINA.” Rev.ed., 1913.

P.11,1.25. Iam informed that, of the Ming brongze instruments,
only one was a present from Louis X1V, the others having been cast
in Peking under the supervision of the Jesuit astronomers. Ci.
Favier, ‘ Peking,” p. 297.

P. 13, 1. 26. For * settlers *’ read ‘‘sutlers.”

P. 18, 1. 25. For “ Chinese Recorder *’ read ‘‘ Chinese Reposi-

tory.ii

P.27,1.28. For* 1889 " read ** 1899.”

P.29,1. 5. Omit * German.”

P.71,1. 27. For “ Tze-si '’ read ‘ Tze-hi.”

P. 229,1. 12. For ‘1899 " read *“ 1900.”

“THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF THE CHINESE EMPIRE,”’
Vol. 1., The Period of Conflict.

P. 346 at foot. In text, footnote and Index, for * Captain G.
Butler ”’ read ‘ Captain G. Balfour.”” This was apparently a case
in which the pen refused to follow the instruction of the mind, to

whioh the true name (perpetuated at Shanghai in ‘‘ Balfour Road ’)
was well known.

xiv







The International Relations of
| the Chinese Empire

CHAPTER 1
THE INSPECTORS OF CUSTOMS AT SHANGHAI

e
»
o
-

Chinese exactions on shipping . . . . .

Exactions on merchants’ goods

The Chinese fiscal system

The Canton Hoppo .

Privileges secured to forelgners under treatxea, 1842-44

Deterioration in standard of foreign traders

Development of general smuggling

Cases of ships Lady Mary Wood and J olm Duqdalc

Divergence of governmental and mercantile view

Government’s view found untenable

. Action taken in consequence .

. Shanghai city taken by rebels, settlementa declared neutral
Sept. 18563 . . . . .

. The Taotai a refugee in the settlementa . .

. English and American merchants give bonds for duties

. Giving of bonds discontinued . . . .

. General evasion of customs duties . .

. Inland custom houses established ; protest made
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§1. THE foreign merchants in the Canton factories were
subjected, with little check, to the exactions of a customs
establishment modelled on the traditional Chinese lines.
Their ships were required to pay official dues, fully recog-
nised and not capable of reduction, amounting to about,
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- and not legs":;hén, $10 (at the then current exchange
£2 8s. 44:) per ton of present day registered tonnage,[1]
the present tonnage dues which replaced the old port dues
amqunting to no more than $0.60 (at the old exchange
23. 111, and at present exchange about 1s. 2d.) per ton
.register. In addition the ships, under the Chinese system,

j’-‘::ﬁv'ere compelled to gratify the desires of every government
* employee who was brought into relations with them, if the

work of discharge and loading was to go on without delay,
and if small offences by the ships’ crews were to pass
without notice; the exactions under this head may be
estimated at $1500 to $2000 (£3860 to £480) for each ship.
Besides this a monopoly of purveying gave the com-
pradors [2] power to charge what they pleased for supplies
to the ships, and for the silk handkerchiefs, porcelain,
carved ivory and other articles of Chinese produce which
officers and men were eager to take back to their wives
and sweethearts ; the value of this monopoly cannot be
estimated in money, but it unquestionably added greatly
to the amounts which would have been payable under a
system of published prices and free competition.

§2. On the merchant’s goods the exactions were no
less heavy, but they were less capable of reduction to
precise statement of the amounts levied. The contribu-
tion to the Consoo fund of 8 per cent. on the value of the
goods was a tax additional to the customs levy, and was
ostensibly designed to provide security to the foreign
merchant against losses incidental to the system of mono-
poly under which he conducted his business; and, in
respect to this, complaint was made only of the diversion
of the fund to other purposes. But the customs duty
levied on his goods—on foreign products imported and on
Chinese tea, silk, and other products exported—was not
only exceedingly heavy in comparison with the amounts
legitimately leviable under the tariffs then nominally in
force, but was at the same time cleverly disguised under
a system which apparently required the foreign merchant
to pay no duties. His imports he was compelled to sell
to his security merchant only ; the latter fixed the price

[1] Reducing tons burden to registered tonnage on the basis of the
high co-efficient of fineness of 0.90.
[2] Ship-chandlers.



EXACTIONS OF CHINESE CUSTOMS 8

without competition and without the possibility of refer-
ence to prices current, and this security merchant settled
all dues, regular and irregular, legal and illegal, payable
to the government officials. Exports, too, could be
bought only from the same security merchant, tea being
regularly bought under contract usually made a year in
advance ; - he it was who settled the price and paid all
government obligations. When the foreign merchants
were called upon by the British plenipotentiary, Sir H,
Pottinger, to provide him with the figures necessary for
drawing up the first international tariff,[8] it was found
that they could not state exactly what was the amount
payable on any one commodity, and that the best they
could do was to furnish estimates based on such inquiries
as they had, at that late day, been able to make ; but the
fact remained, and was sufficiently obvious, that the
foreign merchants were in the grasp of a close monopoly,
and that the monopolists exacted from them vast sums,
which they in their turn were required to share with
the government officials, collectors of the revenue and
administrators of the law.[4]

§ 8. The methods adopted at Canton were based upon
the fiscal system of China,[5] which was that prevailing in
the West under the Roman empire, through the middle ages,
and even in its essentials down to the French Revolution.[6]
Under this system the agent of the government, receiving
nothing, or only a nominal sum, as salary, turned into the
treasury a fixed sum every year, but was not required -to
account for the surplus which his possession of govern-
mental powers enabled him to collect ; from this surplus
he maintained his collecting staff, and fortiﬁed his position
at court, and the surplus from the surplus gave him the
reward proportioned to his abilities and to his influence in
the political world. Verres in Sicily and Julius Cesar in
Gaul may be mentioned as typical instances in the Roman
dominion ; and in the modern nations, the Duke of

[8] Cf. the author’s ‘‘ International Relations of the Chinese Empire.
The Period of Conflict, 1834-1860 *’ (hereafter referred to as ‘‘ Conflict ™)
chap. iv, § 17, and chap. xi, § 9 and n. 42,

(4] Cf. * Conﬁxct ” cha.p iv, passim,

[6] 1bid., chap. xi pasaim,

(6] After that date the system still lingered in the West, but it was no
longer condoned by public opinion.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































